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SN o BRENSESETE (EZE) The Formula of Concord: Solid Declaration ( I-XI1 %)
FEOEL Bt TIEE T FIF&R] | Hif ¢ IX. Christ’s Descent into Hell:  “we simply believe that the
entire person, God and man, after the burial descended into hell, conquered the devil, destroyed the power
of hell, and took from the devil all his might (power).” fEIt @ & NHUBRAVEE SRRk pkny - H 2Bk
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HYFERE ¢ (XI. Other Factions, Heresies, and Sects ) which never have embraced the Augsburg Confession...... such as are
the Anabaptists, Schwenckfeldians, New Arians, and Anti-Trinitarians...... the erroneous, heretical doctrines of the
Anabaptists...... when they teach:...... That children who are not baptized are not sinners before God, but righteous and
innocent, and thus are saved in their innocency without Baptism, which they do not need. Accordingly, they deny and reject
the entire doctrine concerning original sin and what belongs to it. That children are not to be baptized until they have attained
the use of reason and can confess their faith themselves. B EIRIFSFEARE EEAREE » FRAAA W b= 2 BB IE
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3.Q.50. Wherein consisted Christ's humiliation after his death? Answer. Christ's humiliation after his death consisted in his
being buried (1 Corinthians 15:3-4.) and continuing in the state of the dead, and under the power of death till the third day
(Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:24-27, 31; Romans 6:9 ; Matthew 12:40); which hath been otherwise expressed in these words “He
descended into hell”.

* Grudem 5 " E T FER | JHEER “harrowing of hell” E5E A ERE AT = 19 > HH Rufinus fE=HE4LREEH > “The
Greek form of the creed has @éng¢ (hades), which can mean merely “the grave” rather than a place of punishment. Thus a more
accurate version would be, “He descended into the grave” or “He descended to the dead.” 5|E Grudem, “He Did Not
Descend Into Hell: A Plea For Following Scripture Instead of the Apostles’ Creed”, from www.waynegrudem.com. 55% Wayne
Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), p.583-94.
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5. Q. Can you keep all this perfectly? A. No,[1] I am inclined by nature to hate God and my neighbour.[2]
[1] Rom. 3:10, 23; I John 1:8, 10. [2] Gen. 6:5; 8:21; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 7:23; 8:7; Eph. 2:3; Tit. 3:3.
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24. Q. How are these articles divided?  A. Into three parts: the first is about God the Father and our
creation ; the second about God the Son and our redemption; the third about God the Holy Spirit and
our sanctification.
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53. Q. What do you believe concerning the Holy Spirit?  A. First, He is, together with the Father and the
Son, true and eternal God.[1] Second, He is also given to me,[2] to make me by true faith share in Christ
and all His benefits,[3] to comfort me,[4] and to remain with me forever.[5]
[1] Gen. 1:1, 2; Matt. 28:19; Acts 5:3, 4; | Cor. 3:16. [2] | Cor. 6:19; Il Cor. 1:21, 22; Gal. 4:6; Eph. 1:13.
[3] Gal. 3:14; | Pet. 1:2. [4] John 15:26; Acts 9:31. [5] John 14:16, 17; | Pet. 4:14.
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59. Q. But what does it help you now that you believe all this? A. In Christ | am righteous before God and
heir to life everlasting.[1]

[1] Hab. 2:4; John 3:36; Rom. 1:17; 5:1, 2.
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60. Q. How are you righteous before God? A. Only by true faith in Jesus Christ......without any merit
of my own,[4] out of mere grace,[5]...... only I accept this gift with a believing heart.[§]

[4] Deut. 9:6; Ezek. 36:22; Tit. 3:4, 5. [5] Rom. 3:24; Eph. 2:8. [8] John 3:18; Acts 16:30, 31; Rom. 3:22.

61 - Af{risiMERRERES 2 61. Q. Why do you say that you are righteous only by faith?
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62. Q. But why can our good works not be our righteousness before God, or at least a part of it?
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63. Q. But do our good works earn nothing, even though God promises to reward them in this life and the
next?
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64. Q. Does this teaching not make people careless and wicked? A. No. It is impossible that those grafted
into Christ by true faith should not bring forth fruits of thankfulness.[1]

[1] Matt. 7:18; Luke 6:43-45; John 15:5.
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114. Q. But can those converted to God keep these commandments perfectly? A. No. In this life even
the holiest have only a small beginning of this obedience.[1] Nevertheless, with earnest purpose they do
begin to live not only according to some but to all the commandments of God.[2]

[1] Eccles. 7:20; Rom. 7:14, 15; | Cor. 13:9; 1 John 1:8. [2] Ps. 1:1, 2; Rom. 7:22-25; Phil. 3:12-16.
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115. Q. If in this life no one can keep the ten commandments perfectly, why does God have them
preached so strictly? A. First, that throughout our life we may more and more become aware of our
sinful nature, and therefore seek more eagerly the forgiveness of sins and righteousness in Christ.[1]
Second, that we may be zealous for good deeds and constantly pray to God for the grace of the Holy Spirit,
that He may more and more renew us after God's image, until after this life we reach the goal of
perfection.[2]

[1] Ps. 32:5; Rom. 3:19-26; 7:7, 24, 25; 1 John 1:9. [2] | Cor. 9:24; Phil. 3:12-14; | John 3:1-3.
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